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4      BAPTISMAL SCENES
When a man of any property died, it was very important for the heir
to prove that he was of full age, and therefore immune from the heavy
burdens of wardship, See. These proofs of age were made by the
concurrent testimony of a number of neighbours and friends. In later
times this evidence partook very much of the nature of "common form";
see a very interesting article in The English Historical ' Review^ vol. xxn.
(1907), pp. 101, 526.
But at the time to which the following extracts refer the evidence
may be taken as genuine, or, at the very least, as probable, and therefore
as almost equally significant for the social historian. They are from the
2nd and yth volumes of the Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem,
Vol. II. p. 500 (19 Edw. I,).
Philip Paynel
John de C says that the said Philip was born at Pyriton
on the day of the Assumption about the first hour, 53 Hen, III.,
and was baptised in the baptistry of St Mary's Church, Pyriton,
by Richard then Vicar, on the morrow at the morning hour,
Philip Basset, uncle of the said Philip's mother, who was then
at his manor of La Fasterne, being asked to be godfather, sent
his friends Hugh de Courteney and John de Pyriton to lift
him from the font and give him the name of the said Philip
Basset, and Agnes then the wife of Roger de W. held him
and was his godmother. He is certain of the time, for one
John de Frie of Pyriton married one Emma at Hockday
before the said Philip's birth, and the witness met him lead-
ing his wife with a great company and struck one William
Champeneys, who was very abusive, heavily on the head with
a staff, for which he was sore amerced in the hundred [Court]
of Worth, and made great pecuniary amends*
Vol. II. p. 505 (20 Edw. I.),
Roger Alayn> alias Aleyn of Pursc&deL
Henry le Chamberlang and others say the same, for at
that time one Roger Cosyn, uncle of the said Roger, was
rector of the church, and immediately after his birth wrote
the date in the missal of the church, which they have often
- seen, and they say that on Monday after the Conception,
20 Edw. I., the said Roger was 22.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